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Male dance troupes show
off abs, dance moves
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Boys next door turned into all-round hunks by VHT1's S’rrlp Seorch

BY ZOE ROSE

osh is an Eagle Scout
from Tennessee; the
twins, Terry and Tony,
are lowa-born and
bred; and Rvan led a
sheltered lite with his seven
siblings in a small Ohio town

Sean hails from
Philadelphia; Rick is from
nearby Bucks County, Pa.
David comes from San Juan,
Puerto Rico.

Thev were just your
average boys next door until
VH1’s “Strip Search” turned
them into American Storm,

a troupe who have strolled,
strutted and danced its way
across the United States.

“It all started on the reality
show ‘Strip Search,’ that went
across America auditioning
hometown-type guys,” said
Josh Ilall, one of those chosen
who eventually made it all the
way on the 2005 show.

“Out of 10,000 guys, 15
were chosen to live in a house
in L.A. for a month while
thev trained us to be dancers
and performers,” said Hall in
a phone interview from Las
Vegas, where the American
Storm show is based

The men were cut off from
all contact with their families
and friends, with no cell
phones, no newspapers, no
radio and no television.

Only seven would make the
final cut. Was it tense? From
the town ot Murfreesboro,
Tenn., Hall's Southern
manners were evident as he
answered.

“Yes, ma’am, it was

Publicity photo
American Storm performs April 21 at the Peppermill Hotel Casino.

extremely tense. I was
definitely one of the smallest
guvs on the show, and |

was intimidated from the
first,” he said. “A lot of the
suys were already fitness

models and personal trainers.

They all looked so good, I

didn't ev en want €0 unpack
my bags.’

Hall. at 6 feet 2 inches tall,
hardly is small, but he felt too
shmnv he said. “Since I was
on thdt show thﬂuLh [ have
put on quite a bit of weight,
mavbe 20-25 pounds. Heck, I

Who: American Storm

When: 7 and 10 p.m. April 21
Cost: $35

Details: 689-7145

Note: Must be 18 or older

Where: Peppermill Hotel Casino, Tahoe Ballroom
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was just a runt before.”

When VH1 found Hall, he
was a college senior studying
engineering, working part
time in a motorcvcle shop
and racing bikes. He's only
been home once since he
won.

“When [ first started on
‘Strip Search,’ some of my
friends thought it was a joke
because I didn’t look like
what an average male stripper
looked 111{& but some told me
to go for it,” Hall said.

His parf.nts have been to
Las Vegas to see the show.

“At first my mom, who'd
never been out of Tennessee,
wasn't really sure about this.
Thev're from the ‘Bible Belt,’
and their idea was that being
a male dancer was not a good
thing. But I told them, ‘We're
here to change all that. It’s
not dirty, we don’t touch
ourselves bad, it’s all good,
clean fun.”

He shouldn’t have worried,
said Hall, who is the show’s
host. “After Mom saw the

show, She was really happy
with it.’

The show is loosely
themed around American
history from the Wild West
to gangsters, hippies and
present-day corporate

America. It teatures a variety

of personalities. Their
biographies read like a teen
pen-pal ad.

Tony Cress is quiet, polite
and ambitious, while his
twin, Terry, described himselt
as hyper, confident, sensitive
and energetic. Sean Cassidy
is “confident, not cocky,”
and studied criminal justice
in college. Ryan Westerburg
rarely had been out of Ohio
until he left for Los Angeles
and the VH1 show. He’s
“fun, easv-going, honest and
friendly.” -

Rick DelJesus, a former
lead singer in a band, was
working toward a degree in
broadcasting communication
when he was chosen for
“Strip Search.” A college
baseball player, his biographyv
said he’s polite, laid-back,
funnv, tough and ambitious.

The newest member,
David Nieves, joined a few
weeks ago when original
member Adam Wynne left.
Nieves, who said he was a bit
embarrassed the first time
he was on stage, described
himself as calm, innovative
and fun. His greatest
accomplishment, he said, is
his 2-vear-old daughter.

Zoe Rose is a freelance writer,



